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A Part of the Fabric of London

Think of a “London landmark” and Trafalgar Square will quickly 

come to mind. A public square in the City of Westminster, it is 

a space that has played a key part in the history and culture 

of London since the thirteenth century.

Originally called the Royal Mews, the area was re-developed 

by architect John Nash as a public space for culture and arts 

and named Trafalgar Square in 1830, to commemorate the 

British naval victory at the Battle of Trafalgar.

Trafalgar Square remains an arena for national democracy, 

protests and demonstrations. However, it is also home to 

festive Christmas and New Year’s Eve celebrations, where 

people gather around the giant tree that has been donated 

by Norway every year since 1947.
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The National Gallery houses collections of important paintings 

from the mid thirteenth century until 1900. William Wilkins 

designed and built the imposing building between 1832 and 

1838 on the site of the former Royal Mews; the location was 

important as it allowed all classes and neighborhoods to 

access the art.

Although the front façade remains almost the same, the 

building itself has changed and evolved since then, including 

the development of the post-modern Sainsbury Wing 

extension to the west.

The National Gallery
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This monument was created by architect William Railton  

to honor Admiral Horatio Nelson, who led the British to  

victory and died at the Battle of Trafalgar. The iconic 

Corinthian column was completed in 1854, but the four 

majestic lions that guard the sculpture were installed many 

years later, in 1867.

Nelson’s Column
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Charles Barry originally created the fountains as a way of 

offsetting the glare and heat reflected on the large amounts 

of asphalt surface on the square. The centerpieces were 

replaced in the 1930s as memorials to naval officers, Lord 

Jellicoe and Lord Beatty, with the old centerpieces being 

gifted to the Canadian government.

The Fountains
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The eastern plinth has a bronze statue of George IV 

(nicknamed “the first gentleman of England”) on a horse, 

created by English sculptor Francis Chantrey and installed 

in 1844. In 1855 the plinth in the southwest corner received 

a statue of British Army veteran, Charles James Napier, by 

sculptor George Gammon Adams. The statue of Sir Henry 

Havelock, by William Behnes, was placed on the southeast 

plinth in 1861.

After many years of debate about the fate of the empty ‘Fourth 

Plinth’, it has since been used for a rotation of temporary 

modern artworks, a concept initiated by the Royal Society 

of Arts.

The Plinths and Sculptures
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The square was known for the feral 

pigeons that would congregate in the 

space. That was until London Mayor 

Ken Livingstone banned the feeding 

of them and employed a hawk to keep 

them away.
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In the southeast corner of Trafalgar Square, 

a one-man police phone box was installed 

in 1926, so officers could keep an eye on 

large gatherings and protests.
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When the idea for the fountains was 

discussed, it was thought that they might 

reduce the risk of riotous assembly, as 

they reduce the open space on the square. 

However, Trafalgar Square has remained a 

space for public protest.
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The four bronze reliefs around the base 

of Nelson’s Column show Nelson’s 

most famous battles: St. Vincent, 

Copenhagen, The Nile, and his death 

scene on The Victory at Trafalgar.
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220

The sculptor of the lions, Sir Edward 

Landseer, used a real lion that had died 

as the model, but it took so long to make 

the piece that the lion decomposed and 

thus the paws resemble a cat’s more than 

a lion’s. Also, a lion’s back is actually 

convex, and not concave, when lying 

down.
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17 bus routes pass around the 

square, making it a central hub 

of London traffic.
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By completing our short feedback survey, you will 

be automatically entered into a drawing to win a 

LEGO® prize.

The LEGO Group would like your opinion on the new product 

you have just purchased. Your feedback will help shape the 

future development of this product series. Please visit:

LEGO.com/productfeedback

LEGO® Architecture – do you like it?
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The LEGO Group would like your opinion on the new product 

you have just purchased. Your feedback will help shape the 

future development of this product series. Please visit:

LEGO.com/productfeedback

Terms & Conditions apply.
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LEGO® Architecture

The LEGO® Architecture series creatively captures the essence 

of many of the world’s most iconic landmarks while giving you 

an enjoyable and engaging LEGO building experience.

Whether your interest is in travel, design, history or architecture, 

these sets are a physical memento of a great trip abroad, a 

famous building you know well, or a city you still dream of visiting.

Every LEGO Architecture set is designed to be displayed. Much 

more than just a photo, building and displaying your model 

on your desk, in the bookcase or on the shelf, lets you be 

transported every time you admire the view.

Follow us on

Adam Reed Tucker is the co-developer of the LEGO  

Architecture product line.
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Celebrate the world of architecture  
and collect all the models
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